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Abstract The policy of institutional assimilation, originated in the concept of “homogeneous
nation-state” some 200 years ago, was proposed recently by the advocates of “the second-generation
ethnic-national policy” to the CPC and Chinese government. They argue that China should adopt the
policy of integrating Chinese minorities because they regard the differences of minorities as the negative
factors of building Chinese “nation-state”. This view, however, has long been abandoned by the
history. Although there still are some controversies and problems existing in practice,
“multiculturalism” and “interculturalism” , which advocate for the equality of all nationalities as well as
for the protection of the rights of the disadvantaged minorities, and also can serve as instruments to
resolve the problem of the polarization between assimilation and separatism, are already universally
adopted by the international society as the foundation of their policy regarding minorities and their
cultures. China’s current ethnic-national policy, based on the “system of regional national autonomy” ,
is also formmlated in line with these notions, which show a respect for the differences and diversities
among nationalities. Although there still remain something unsatisfactory in practice and the system
should be adjusted according the new ethnic-national situations, it would be against the trend of

- contemporary era if China transformed its policies towards “assimilation”.
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