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The Third Generation of Ethnic Chinese in Peru

Patricia Castro Obando
(The Centre of Peru-China Studies, Pacific Unversity, Lima, Peru)
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Abstract: This paper talks mainly about Peruvian Chinese, including the third (or the fourth) generation of native-born
Peruvian Chinese, as well as native-born Chinese in Peru after 1980. Due to the effects of time and space, native-born Pe-
ruvian Chinese has little connection with their roots from China (their grandparents or great-grandparents). However,
the cultural inheritance of China not only gets passed on them, but also gets enhanced. Such phenomenon is mainly the re-
sult of two factors: one is external contributor, hence China’s global influence’s rising, China’s developing achievements
and Chinese language’s spreading around the world; the other is internal contributor, hence the concept of Peruvian Chi-
nese’s development in Peru society. With the combined effect of external and internal contributors, Peruvian Chinese’s n-
ative nature keeps getting strengthened. In an average Peruvian Chinese family, China’s value system has lasted for over
160 years, disregarding time and space’s shifting, and gets strengthened the Chinese immigration waves’ contribution.
Based on memory of their families, native-born young ethnic Chinese accept certain crucial value outlooks gained during
their growth at home, which can be traced back to their roots in China. In the value system of the third and the fourth
generations of native-born Peruvian Chinese, what they inherited from their roots in China are mainly in education (jump-
ing-board view) , finance (a sense of saving) and family value (family hierarchy system). These cultural inheritances of
China have become a basic nature in native-born Peruvian Chinese, while other inheritances fade through time. The most

distinguished " native naturé’ among Peruvian Chinese also includes: a sense of pride for being Chinese. special attention

to modern China’s development and active interaction with China and Chinese culture. L : 1
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